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Mapgy Smilers, sn ambitious installation by Mad Wand, opens
on Mach T, 1986, at Deltch Projects. The wark reflects the over
lopping of Ward's expadience as a child growing up in Jamalca
and as an artist working In Hardem. The tite of tha exhibition,
Happy Smilars, comes from the titls of an alburm of island
rhsic that features the artist’s uncle as lead vocalist. Ward will
be creating his own space inside the gallery, using the wallg,
fleor and ceiling. The entrance to the gallery will be camou-
flaged as & dutyree slore. Island music will be playing, recalling
the innecance that the artist associates with his childhood in
Jamaica In the 19805 and 1970s. In the main gallery, Ward will
construct a contemplative space of urban detritus. The space
will be comverted into a kind of ruined home furnishings stone,
with all of the marchandiss tied down with firehose. A palr of fira
ascapas hanging from the ceiling will evake a sense of spintual
trangcendence, Ward renders both the social and spiritual as-
pects of his expedence. There |s abwiys 8 sense of regenaeration

coming through his distressed materials.

Ward abstracts from personal expadence when creating his
works. He creates enofmous structuras out of discarded ma-
terials that he finds in the street, His structures ana not just im-
ages to sea; they ang 1o ba experienced, His seulpluras are 1o
be walked thegugh, listened 10, and smelled, as well a5 to be
vigwitd. His installations require an astonishing amount of
phiysical labor and one is awed by the extraondinary amound of
work that goes info them. Oné senses that the labor leads 1o
transcendence rathar that exhaustion. .

Happy Smilers will be Marl Ward's first solo exhibition in a
comrercial gallery. Ward has previously exhibited ot the 1595
Whitnay Blennlal, the Aperto sectlon of the 1993 Venice
Biennale, at Le Magasin in Grenoble, at the Hroller-Milber
Museum in Ottere, and at the Hew Muséwum in Mew York. He
présanted his work, Amazing Grace, last year in an aban-
donad firehouse in Harlerm,
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