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* THE CITIZENS BAND %

Hailing from a fantastic neverland that lies somewhere between a carnival side show and
Weimar Berlin, The Citizens Band is a raucous, sexy, collaborative cabaret troupe.

Offering a unique blend of elegant acrobatics and melodious song, The Citizens Band’s
primary goal is to entertain, but always with a sharp jab of the elbow to remind their audience
of the state of the world and their place in it. Their style is influenced by early Weimar
Republic cabaret and Vaudeville, where the fun and bawdy was mixed with awareness of
socio-political and economic issues.

New York is filled with creative artists that work in diverse fields — fashion, music, art,
theatre, film or dance — yet at times the city can feel tribal, with each group circling each
other but never blending. One of the goals of The Citizens Band is to promote collaboration,
encouraging artists to indulge in their talents and share creative fantasies to construct a multi-
faceted jewel box of entertainment. Combining the exuberance of collaboration with an
unadulterated love for what they do, The Citizens Band believes that this effervescent
combination spills off the stage and offers the audience equal parts inspiration and pleasure.

Following a stunning performance in April at Deitch Projects art gallery in New York,
gallerist Jeffrey Deitch added The Citizens Band to his discerning roster of artists. The show,
entitled Je T’ Aime, Scumbag, riffed on themes of love and loss through a sophisticated mix of
song and dance accented with elegant trapeze and contortionist displays, all performed in and
around a seedy hotel set built by photographer David LaChapelle. Conjuring up ghosts of
1920’s Paris or Berlin, it was as if the Moulin Rouge had erupted in downtown Manhattan.

The Citizens Band are a musical troupe in the old fashioned sense of the word, a like-minded
group of artists with an ever-changing line-up and boundless creativity. Led by the core
creative directors of actors-musicians-dancers-filmmakers Adam Dugas, Sarah Sophie
Flicker, Jorjee Douglass, Karen Elson, and Paul Cantelon, the group’s performances have
featured cameo performances by the likes of actress Maggie Gyllenhaal, musician-actress
Rain Phoenix, singer-songwriter Amy Miles, composer-musician Craig Wedren, recording
artist Angela McCluskey, and rock goddess Melissa Auf Der Maur.

The Citizens Band believes that great art flourishes in times of political confusion and war. A
social conscience is at the core of their being. The Citizens Band likes to remind us — with

song, dance and dazzling performance — that we’re all citizens of the same world.

http://taffytastic.com/citizens.html
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