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A NIGHT DUT WITH
Ryan McGinness

Fun and, Yes, Games

By PAULINE FCONMNOR

CANMING the crowd in his Chimatown

laft, Byan MoGmness, ibe graphic ar-

st and designer, seemed jitlery, Mr
MeGinneas had invited A pasael of [iemds
OY¥ET On a mid-Movember night o
pluy pAFKT gamies 1o Selehrate s cormple-
tion of *Buliverse™ o series of barge paint-
ings made with mesallic car paint i us-
cioug Dap-Glo aranges, raib-lorest preens
and pomegranate reds.

But & was not his friends’ rescgion o hss
wark, created fior a solo show at Agnés B.s
Cialerie du Mur in Parls, that made B
anxious. “'People aren't really playing the
games,"” he complatned in o Yirginia drawl,
Apart from Jan Schrader, a ched from Phil-

adedphia, and Geoll Coolk, an art director &
Baszg, the Jdesign firm, few people were
playing. Mr, Schrader and Mr. Cook were
engaged in an R-rabed Scrabble match

The cther guests were chatting aied peo-
Me-waiching. Hesds swivelsd when Maork
Krayesholl, an archibect, and his boyiriond,
A, A, Bronsos, the director of the nonprofic
arlists group Prineed Marler, made their
emlrance. The couple wore mabching lomg
gray beards and thick-framed glasson

Br. MeGindgess, 3L a former curaiorisl
mslstant at the Andy Warhal Miseum, owes
somiething to Warhols appreciation Tor
commercial koons. His klichen shelves are
lingd with maiching Boy detergent bodtles
focimg In the same diréction. The pariy
gnacks = ieddy bear cracioers and caramed

coin — BeEfmesd 1o have bbem dhisen for
their shapes and matching colors. Mimiature
cafd of Budweiser were arranged in tidy
Stacks on ibe kibchen counter and im the
fridge,

And Mr. MoGinness, ke Warhol, sticks 1o
a perssnal uniform: & white dress shird aver
biack pamts, He recently starbed
waaring contacts |n the imtense
shnde of biua found on & ¢an of
Fix] Bull

Hi owm slgnaiure leons — sil-
houstied of wnicomns, tree rools,
variations on highway signs, gen-
Italia — prodiferate amd owerlap
om hix 14 silk-screen paimtings.
When asked to transiane, he shyly
said, “'Ir'e like a Porschach woee. "

Off In a corner, the scalptor
Taoland Grinesll {Enown for kis
Tuxury purses) and hi sssisrant,
Ara Dvmond, jockeyed for cons
tral of & Pac-Man arcode game.
“Thing sboutl Pac-Man B, you
cam't be greedy,” Mr. Grionell
warned as ke minnbdy mamipalar-
2d tha jevanick. ' Unlikos how | am

im real life'" — his Pac-Man was corsered
and killed — “you're greedy, you're dead.”
A [ew Jeet away, another guest, Justin
Muir, was telling br. MoGmness, *11's real-
Iy sexy, really hol™
Mirandn Furves, an editor of Elbe, ister-
ngpbad. “What's really ==xy?'" she asked.

Lhrisispber Sesih [ The Bre Park Tioem

AT PLAY Eyan Mcliinness, in his trademark white
shirt, presides ar a party in his Chinatown loft

“My jellyfish tank,'™ Mr. Mulr said, Br
Mulr is o marine béolosgisi apd squarium
artist, whose company, City Aquariem, had
supplied the ¥-foolt-long tank for Yikram
Charwal's new Botel, Dream, “Jallyfsh are
extremely difficalt,” Mr. Muir explained.

Mr. MeGinnesa then joined a game of
Yolizee David Jargowshy, an entfepre-
newr, ralled two fours. *'Haey, that's called

amd Marke™ he moied. Blank stares,
I8 & pair of squares, get 0?9

Champagne Clowed, the boar grew late
and ik crowed Degas o eave Making a
dramaiic exif in & fall-length fur coatl was
Todd Abric, & furniture designer. Wasn't b
afraid of exposing his peft éo the pelting
rain? Mr. Alrc dismised the goestion with
an airy wave of his band

"y, @0, [ have & Car wailing outside’ he
said,
By %, only & few close friends remained,
and Mr. MeGinness finally appeared to re-
lax. He was now fres to indulge in his
Taverite gamse, one that demanded he draw
rather than talk; “Mow™ b eaid, “who

wanis to play Pictionary®”




